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Dear APCA Members and Friends,                       

It is my distinct honor and pleasure to welcome 

you to this issue of the APCA Newsletter!  As we 

are half way into the year, 2009 has already 

shaped to be one of the most exciting and 

productive year for AT&T and APCA alike. 

 

The APCA National Board met in February to 

solidify and approve the APCA Vision and 5-

Year Goals.  The National Board as a whole 

committed to grow APCAôs membership, 

chapter, program, organizational and financial 

goals.  Since then, Chapters have been 

aggressively implementing their respective goals, 

and I am glad to report that we are off to a great 

start.  From your perspective, I hope youôve 

witnessed the positive changes within your 

chapter in terms of the number of local activities 

and the frequency of communications. 

 

Speaking of activities, the Month of May was the 

Asian Pacific American Heritage Month and 

many chapters held a variety of celebratory 

event(s).  With that, we are dedicating this issue 

to provide a full view of the APAHM activities.  I 

know all the chapters are planning many more 

activities for the second half of the year, so please 

stay tuned. 

 

Earlier this year, we announced that APCA will 

be holding the National Awards Banquet on 

September 19, 2009 in Atlanta.  The hosting 

chapter has been working hard in pulling together 

an outstanding program to showcase the 

creativity, talent, skills and southern hospitality of 

the Atlanta Chapter.  I know this is an event that 

you do not want to miss. 

 

On November 6-7, 2009, APCA along with the 

other ERGs will be hosting the first ever Joint 

ERG Conference in Dallas, Texas.  We are very 

excited about this opportunity to collaborate with 

our colleagues from the other ERGs on such an 

endeavor.  We are especially grateful to AT&T 

Senior Leadership for their enthusiastic support 

of such an event.  This truly speaks volume of 

AT&Tôs commitment to diversity and inclusion.  

This will definitely be a historic conference that 

we want to be a part of. 

 

Coming into 2009, I knew that this was going to 

be a great year with the APCA Advisory Board 

fully engaged and a great team of National and 

Chapter leaders in place.  I hope you share my 

enthusiasm and I look forward to working with 

you to take APCA to a new level. 

 

Sincerely, 

 

 

David T. Lin 

APCA National President 

Presidentôs message 
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APCA Governing Bodies 

 

National Officers 

National President   David Lin  

National Vice President   Carol Tagayun  

National Secretary   Mae Jean Go  

National Treasurer   Arlene Lum  

National Information & 

Systems Officer   
Suwathin Phiansunthon  

National Marketing & 

Public Relations Officer   
Mal Singh  

 

Delegates of the Executive 

Council 
Legal Counsel   Julian Chang  

Advisory Board 

AT&T Advisor   Margaret Cerrudo -  Chair  

AT&T Advisor   Anne Chow  

AT&T Advisor   Peggy Garber  

AT&T Advisor   Kelly King  

AT&T Advisor   Michele Macauda  

External Advisor   Floyd Mori  

AT&T Advisor   Steve Sitton  

AT&T Advisor   Xavier Williams  

 

 

 

 

National Board Delegates 

 

 
 

 

 

 
 

 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Arizona Chapter   Veronica Sebastian  

Atlanta Chapter   Norman Chu  

Houston Chapter   Vien Nguyen  

Metro DC Chapter   Wilfredo Dizon  

Michigan Chapter   Joan Wang  

Mountain States Chapter   Mary Lou Petersen  

Northern California 

Chapter   
June Tom  

Northern New Jersey 

Chapter   
Lawrence Uno  

Southern California 

Chapter   
Shirley Sanz  

Southern New Jersey 

Chapter   
Atul Jani  
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APCA Northern NJ Chapter Celebrates 

APAHM  
 

 
L to R: Larry Uno, David Lin, Anne Chow, 

Michele Macauda 

 

 
Panel Discussion 

 

On May 27
th
 the Northern New Jersey Chapter of 

APCA hosted an Asian Pacific American 

Heritage Month event which featured Asian food 

sampling, networking and a panel with 2 Senior 

VPôs from AT&T.   To draw the largest possible 

audience, we decided  to partner with  the 

Women With A Vision (Women of AT&T North 

Jersey Chapter)  and they responded with 

enthusiasm as we all realized that this is a win-

win opportunity for both organizations.  

The evening began with registration and 

networking along with Asian food sampling.  Our 

gastronomic journey took us to China, Thailand, 

India and Japan.   

We then adjourned to the Bedminster Auditorium 

where APCA NNJ Chapter President Larry Uno 

welcomed everyone, gave a brief history of Asian 

Pacific American Heritage Month and explained 

itôs significance.  Next was the panel consisting 

of Anne Chow, Sr. VP-AT&T Premier Client 

Group and Michele Macauda, Sr. VP-Enterprise 

IT.  Both spent a few minutes speaking about 

their personal and professional background, 

followed by a Q&A session.  Many great 

questions were asked and answered directly by 

the panelists with candor.  Lastly, David Lin, 

APCA National President came onstage with 

closing remarks stressing the importance of 

continued efforts in getting involved in 

community and political activities so that Asian 

Americans would become more visible.  He also 

emphasized the need to partner with other 

organizations, such as Women of AT&T, 

HACEMOS and others to leverage our collective 

resources and achieve common goals. 

Afterwards, networking continued with Anne and 

Michele continuing to get engaged with 

attendees.  All in all we had over 80 attendees 

(incl. AT&T VP Roger Aboujaoude), gained 5 

new members, 1 is a new lifetime member, 2 

other ERGôs also gained new members and 

information was shared for others.  We also 

shared the collected guest fees with WWAV by 

making a contribution to the Susan G. Komen 

foundation. 

 

Larry Uno 

President 

APCA NNJ 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Save the Date  ð 

 2009 APCA National 

Awards Banquet, Sep 19, 

Atlanta GA 
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APCA South NJ Chapter Celebrates 

APAHM  

 

 
APCA SJ President Atul Jani with John 

Medamana 

 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
APCA-SJ held a celebration of the Asian 

American Heritage Month (AAHM) on May 27, 

2009 during the lunch hour. The celebration 

combined two noble causes. One cause was to 

educate the AT&T associates and thereby build 

bridges between among diverse cultures within 

AT&T. The other cause was to enhance the 

cancer awareness among AT&T associates. 

APCA-SJ teamed up with Relay for Life 

volunteers lead by Tony DiSpirito and Morgan 

Small-Cash to enhance the cancer awareness and 

conduct fundraising activities during the AAHM 

celebration.  

 

The celebration included a cultural performance 

program consisting of dances from China and 

India as well as Indian classical music played on 

a flute. Dances from China included ñThe Fan 

Danceò by young children below age of 8 and 

classical ñTa Ge Danceò by AT&T associates. 

Indian program included classical Kathak dance 

and classical flute rendition. Over 10 artists from 

AT&T associates or children of AT&T associates 

made the program a memorable event.  

 

One of the highlights of the event was 

recognizing an APCA member and AT&T VP 

John Medamana for receiving the 2008 AT&T 

Fellow award. The event was enjoyed by more 

than 175 AT&T associates, invited guests, 

APCA-SJ board members. APCA National 

President David Lin and AT&T vice-presidents 

Paritosh Bajpay and Marian Croak also attended 

the function. Overall, based on the feedback, the 

APCA-SJ AAHM celebration was a huge 

success. 

 

Atul Jani 

President, APCA-SJ 
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APCA Southern California Chapter 

Celebrates APAHM  
 

 
 

 
San Diego 
 

 
Anaheim 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 

The Southern California APCA Chapter 

celebrated Asian Pacific American 

Heritage Month with two Good Fortune 

Mixers held on two consecutive days, 

May 27 in San Diego and May 28 in 

Anaheim.  The San Diego mixer was held 

at Roy's Asian Fusion Restaurant and the 

Anaheim mixer was held at the Angel's 

Stadium.  Both venues featured keynote 

speaker Kelly King, Asian hors d'oeuvres, 

live entertainment featuring Asian 

musicians and much more.  A total of 

approximately 175 employees attended the 

social mixers!  For additional photos 

please visit: 

San Diego: http://www.apca-

att.org/albums/SoCal20090527/index.html 

Anaheim: http://www.apca-

att.org/albums/SoCal20090528/index.html 

 

 

 

Shirley Sanz 

President, APCA Southern California 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

http://www.apca-att.org/albums/SoCal20090527/index.html
http://www.apca-att.org/albums/SoCal20090527/index.html
http://www.apca-att.org/albums/SoCal20090528/index.html
http://www.apca-att.org/albums/SoCal20090528/index.html
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APCA Northern California  Chapter 

Celebrates APAHM  

 
APCA Northern CA Board members and Film director, 

Hwa-Jun Lee, are shown at the May 6 film event in San 

Ramon.  From left to right:   Arlene Lum, Doreen Lew, 

Hwa-Jun Lee, Kevin F. Chan, and Mae Jean Go 

Northern CA APCA Chapter had two screenings 

of "A Green Mountain in a Drawer" for its Asian 

Heritage Month Film Events on May 6th in San 

Ramon and on May 20th in San Francisco.  "A 

Green Mountain in the Drawer", written and 

directed by Director Hwa-Jun Lee, won the 

Golden Reel Award at the 2009 Los Angeles 

Asian Pacific Film Festival in May 2009. The 

film is about an elderly woman in search of 

closure through her past and goes to places only 

she knows. It is a 30-minute short film which has 

great cinematography and flashbacks to the 

Korean War, a military conflict between North 

Korea and South Korea attempting to re-unify 

Korea under their respective governments. The 

war lasted over 3 years from June 25, 1950, until 

July 27, 1953.  Director Hwa-Jun Lee was in 

attendance and graciously answered questions 

from the audience following the showing of his 

film.  Attendees were also treated to raffle prizes 

donated by APCA Board Members.  Director 

Hwa-Jun Lee donated the grand prize:  an 

autographed copy of his film.  A variety of 

refreshments was also provided.  The event was 

chaired by Doreen Lew, Membership Director. 

June Tom 

President, APCA Northern California 

 

 

 
Dim Sum Lunch 

 

 

 Back by popular demand, the Northern CA 

APCA Chapter hosted a dim sum lunch in San 

Ramon to close the Asian Heritage Month 

celebrations.  Dim Sum literally means touch of 

heart and is a Chinese cuisine with a wide variety 

of small dishes of dumplings, steamed meat, fried 

seafood, vegetables, and dessert, served with tea.  

Dim Sum lunches have become the means for 

social gatherings for family and friends.   

 

APCA hosts this luncheon to enable those who 

are not familiar with Dim Sum to learn about the 

culture.  Dim Sum lunch is always better with a 

larger crowd as the more sitting at the table, the 

more variety of dishes you can try.  Many of our 

friends have asked APCA to plan this event 

annually so they can experience new dishes.   

 

Arlene Lum 

Treasurer, APCA 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/North_Korea/oNorth%20Korea
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/North_Korea/oNorth%20Korea
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/South_Korea/oSouth%20Korea

